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Working in Partnership
Numerous research studies show that parental involvement in children’s education from
an early age has a significant positive effect on educational achievement.
• The Effective Provision of Pre‐School Education Project found that children whose
parents who were actively involved in supporting them from the age of 3 performed
better academically and socially at the age of 10
• The National Child Development Study conducted in the UK reported parental
involvement was associated with increased attainment in English and Maths at the age
of 16.
Here at DES we value your support and will work in partnership with you to ensure our
children have a successful school experience and fulfill their potential.

Aims of the session
We will cover the following:
• The Principles of assessment
• How and when do we assess pupils
• Use of Target Tracker to monitor assessment
• Reporting assessment
• The Home School Agreement

What do we mean by assessment?
Assessment is the process of gathering
evidence on:
• student learning,
• achievement
• development of skills
It is the bridge between teaching and learning

Principles of assessment?
The Assessment Reform Group describe effective assessment as that which:
• Is used to modify the process of learning in the classroom
• Involves sharing learning goals with pupils
• Provides feedback so pupils know what they need to do next to meet Learning
Objectives
• Involves both teachers and pupils review and reflect on assessment data
Through our new assessment policy we will ensure that there is a consistent
approach to assessment across school so it leads to improvements in pupil
performance and achievement.

How and When do we assess?
Baseline assessment – a series of tests at the start of the academic year. Used to determine ability
levels of the pupils and provide staff with accurate starting points ‐ ‘Summer Dip’
Formative assessment – a variety of techniques used by teachers during the learning sequences to
gauge pupil understanding. Includes:
•
•
•
•
•

Diagnostic testing – given prior to starting a unit of work
Questioning
Assessment for Learning activities (AFL)
Ongoing marking of books and pupil work
Observations

Used to inform and modify the teaching sequence to best meet the needs of the pupils. Is recorded
on Target Tracker
Summative assessments – tests at the end of a unit, term and end of year exams. Are used
alongside formative assessment to give an accurate picture of a pupils learning.

Target Tracker
The on‐line assessment system we are using to track the progress and achievement of our children

• The current English national curriculum defines the skills that pupils must learn by the
end of each year in primary school. These are called Age Related Expectations (ARE)
• A child’s learning is measured according to how many of these ARE statements they
have achieved for each subject. The statements correspond to Learning Objectives
taught in class – we are starting with Reading, Writing and Maths
• Teachers use formative data and for each statement assess a pupil against 3 descriptors:
Beginning – showing some successful evidence of the outcome after direct teaching
Working Within – in independent work are showing accurate use of the outcome (errors still present)
Secure – accurate use of the outcome across several pieces of work
• If a pupil shows accurate and fluent use of the outcome across the curriculum they are assessed
to be Secure + (mastery level)

Target Tracker

Target Tracker
• To support progress measures each of the three descriptors are broken down into two parts:
Beginning – showing some successful evidence of the outcome after direct teaching
Beginning plus (+)
Working Within – in independent work are showing accurate use of the outcome (errors still present)
Working Within plus (+)
Secure – accurate use of the outcome across several pieces of work
Secure plus (+)
• Target Tracker groups the statements for each year in bands, i.e. Band 1 = Year 1
• At the end of the year, Target Tracker analyses the results for individual statements, by
subject, and will give an overall level that the pupil is working at i.e. 1b, 1WW+, 1S etc.

Reporting home on assessment?
• In Autumn baseline assessment results will be shared during parent‐teacher meetings.
A level will be given for each subject, i.e. Reading 4WW, Maths 4B+ etc.
• At the end of the end of each term parents will receive a report detailing which of the
objectives have been taught and how each child has performed in relation to these .
Teacher assessment judgements will be validated using summative tests.

• At the end of the end of the year parents will receive a similar detailing which of the
year group objectives have been achieved, along with a grade to show what

The statements in blue
are the ones the pupil is
secure in. Statements in
red are those that the
pupil is still working
within.
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A report similar to this is being
developed and will be shared
at the end of the year along
with the teachers report

Any Questions?

